
The Students of Nathan Maertens – Honorable Mention Entry 

 

Nathan Maerten writes, “I have been an avid reader of Make since the very first 

issue, and it is always a joyous occasion for me when a new issue comes out. I 

recently started my first year as a college composition instructor, and while trying 

to think of fun team building activities for my class I stumbled upon the current 

MakeShift challenge. What better way to build camaraderie then to have to figure 

out how to survive with others? I broke my students into groups of three, and 

gave them an hour to come up with a potential solution. I certainly didn't count on 

how rudimentary their knowledge of wilderness survival skills would be, and 

some of their solutions are far-fetched at best, but everybody had a fantastic 

time.” 

 

The students! solutions follow. 


















